
A Checklist for Analyzing and Evaluating a Rhetorical Work

Barnet, Stubbs, and Cain. The Little, Brown Reader Ninth Edition. New York: Longman Press. 2003

I. Determine:

Who is the speaker ________________________________

Audience ________________________________________

Style _________________________________________
Overall Tone(s) __________________________________

Purpose ____________________________________
II. Then Formulate a thesis for your analysis: _________________________________
III. Then answer these questions:

What does the title do?  What purpose does it suggest the writer holds?

What is the function of the opening paragraph (or paragraphs)?  What claim on our attention or beliefs does it make?

When and where does the tone shift and for what reason?
How is the argument/purpose set forth:
· Which parts are logical or fallacious? (refer to types of fallacy)
· Underlying assumptions

· What ideas can be challenged or refuted?

· What ideas are universal? Are aphorisms used?  Are these ideas still relevant – and relate to current comparisons which can be made to the piece?

· What appeals are made:  how do structure and strategy support appeal? Does the organizational structure build to a climax and how? Is a form of repetition used? (anaphora, epistrophe, motif, incremental repetition)

· What images are produced and to what affect? (imagery, personification, apostrophe, simile, metaphor…)

· Is it clear or complex in style?

· Connotations of words:  any “loaded words”, understatements, or hyperboles? Are there words that illicit at tone, or argument?

· What is the conclusion or solution? Is it valid?

