American Romanticism/American Gothic Short Story Analysis Activities
Objectives:  Students will analyze how an author uses literary elements to develop symbols and/or objects, or setting.  Students will analyze how a character develops internal psychological arguments

Each group will “draw” three stories to use for the assigned analysis activities from the following.  1 from Poe, 1 from Hawthorne, 1 from Irving, London, or Gilman:
· Young Goodman Brown


Nathaniel Hawthorne

Perrine’s Literature p. 309
· The Birthmark



Nathaniel Hawthorne

handout
· A Thousand Deaths


Jack London


handout
· The Yellow Wallpaper

            
Charlotte Perkins Gilman

handout
· The Cask of Amontillado


Edgar Allen Poe


Perrine’s Literature p. 617
· The Pit and the Pendulum


Edgar Allen Poe
       

handout abridged version
· The Fall of the House of Usher

Edgar Allen Poe          

handout abridged version

· The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

Washington Irving      

handout abridged version

Consider the following Romantic/American Gothic elements while you read:

· Settings that are in old mansions, in the woods, in a laboratory 
· Altered reality of protagonist (Dream? Crazy? Real?)

· Use of setting/objects as characters that play a role in the altered reality/psychosis (Haunted House, objects that “speak”, Dark woods where evil lives etc…)
Analysis Activity #1:  Analyze a character’s internal argument

Group Pre-Writing/Discussion:  Choose one of your stories where a character develops an “internal” argument in an isolated scene. Document the claim, at least 2 warrants, and 2 strategies per warrant.

Student Writing Response:  Write a “mini” rhetorical analysis based on a character’s internal argument (claim and 2 warrant paragraphs) You will turn this portion into turnitin.com.
Analysis Activity #2:  Create map that traces the development of a character’s internal argument
Group Pre-Writing/Discussion:  Choose another one of your stories and create a “map” of how a character’s dilemma progresses through “stages” or “steps of”.  This would be an “internal” argument that develops over the entire story. It could “escalate”. How does the internal argument in their head develop?  (first, second, last?) Map this development through at least 3 “stages” with:  pictures to illustrate the setting or symbol that represents each stage, quotes and commentary. 
Student Written Response:      Create your individual map.  
Analysis Activity #3:  Literary Analysis:  Object, symbol, and/or setting
Group Analysis and Discussion:  Use your last story for this assignment.  Consider the way an object, symbol, or setting plays a critical role in the story. What is the role?  How does it develop or change (stages or… steps of) ? Discuss text evidence that supports this interpretation.
Student Written Response:     Write a thesis about the important role this selected object plays in the story.  Write 2 literary analysis paragraphs that analyze this role.  Be sure to use text evidence to support your analysis.

