Analysis Activities Of Mice and Men
Analysis Activity #1:  Trace the major animal images in the book.  Create a timeline of 5 of the major animal images created by Steinbeck in the novel.  Draw the images.  Be sure to explain the analogy of the Mouse and Candy’s dog and how they relate to Lennie.  Have quotes for each part of the timeline with explanation about significance.

------------------------------------------------------------------------
Analysis Activity #2:  Argument:  Form a chart is Curley’s Wife Lonely or Loose?  Find 3 quotes to support both sides of the argument

Then, create a mini argument essay using quotes from the book for text evidence.  Bring in outside concrete details also.  Create a claim and 3 warrant paragraphs.
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Analysis Activity #3:  Create a chart:  Misfits.  Find 4 characters that are misfits (don’t pick Curley’s wife).  What is the purpose for their character in the novel?  What is one representative quote?

Misfit                      Purpose                        Quote/Explain
Analysis Activity #4:  Rhetoric Analysis.  Annotate the following short essay.  Write 3 rhetorical analysis paragraphs:

"Paradox and Dream" (1966)  by John Steinbeck

One of the generalities most often noted about Americans is that we are a restless, a dissatisfied, a searching people. We bridle and buck under failure, and we go mad with dissatisfaction in the face of success. We spend our time searching for security, and hate it when we get it. For the most part we are an intemperate people: we eat too much when we can, drink too much, indulge our senses too much. Even in our so-called virtues we are intemperate: a teetotaler is not content not to drink--he must stop all the drinking in the world; a vegetarian among us would outlaw the eating of meat. We work too hard, and many die under the strain; and then to make up for that we play with a violence as suicidal.

The result is that we seem to be in a state of turmoil all the time, both physically and mentally. We are able to believe that our government is weak, stupid, overbearing, dishonest, and inefficient, and at the same time we are deeply convinced that it is the best government in the world, and we would like to impose it upon everyone else. We speak of the American Way of Life as though it involved the ground rules for the governance of heaven. A man hungry and unemployed through his own stupidity and that of others, a man beaten by a brutal policeman, a woman forced into prostitution by her own laziness, high prices, availability, and despair--all bow with reverence toward the American Way of Life, although each one would look puzzled and angry if he were asked to define it. We scramble and scrabble up the stony path toward the pot of gold we have taken to mean security. We trample friends, relatives, and strangers who get in the way of our achieving it, and once we get it we shower it on psychoanalysts to try to find out why we are unhappy, and finally--if we have enough of the gold--we contribute it back to the nation in the form of foundations and charities.

We fight our way in, and try to buy our way out. We are alert, curious, hopeful, and we take more drugs designed to make us unaware than any other people. We are self-reliant and at the same time completely dependent. We are aggressive, and defenseless. Americans overindulge their children; the children in turn are overly dependent on their parents. We are complacent in our possessions, in our houses, in our education; but it is hard to find a man or woman who does not want something better for the next generation. Americans are remarkably kind and hospitable and open with both guests and strangers; and yet they will make a wide circle around the man dying on the pavement. Fortunes are spent getting cats out of trees and dogs out of sewer pipes; but a girl screaming for help in the street draws only slammed doors, closed windows, and silence.

"Paradox and Dream" first appeared in John Steinbeck's America and Americans, published by Viking in 1966. 
