AP Test Review:  Argument Prompt Analysis Activities

Activity 1:  Prompt AA,   This type of argument requires students to interpret what the argument is before you make a claim.  Create a chart for the prompt.  Identify the claim, 3 warrants to apply to the claim, and 3 concrete details per warrant (literature, current events, pop culture, history):

Claim                  Warrant                Concrete Details  

Prompt AA: 2000 AP English Language and Composition Free-Response Question #3
Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear;

Robes and furr’d gowns hide all.  Plate sin with gold,

And the strong lance of justice hurtles breadks;

Arm it in rags, a pigmy’s straw does pierce it

· Shakespeare, King Lear
The lines above are from a speech by King Lear.  Write a carefully reasoned essay in which you briefly paraphrase Lear’s statement and then defend, challenge, or qualify his view of the relationship between wealth and justice.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Activity 2:  Prompts BB, G.  This type of argument requires students to interpret what the argument is before you make a claim.  Create a chart for each prompt.  Identify the claim, 3 warrants to apply to the claim, and 3 concrete details per warrant (literature, current events, pop culture, history):

Claim                  Warrant                Concrete Details  

Prompt G:  AP English Language and Composition Free Response Questions (Form B)
This passage below is from The Worst Years of Our Lives by Barbara Ehrenreich.  Ehrenreich is writing about life in the 1980’s.  Read the passage carefully and then write an essay in which you support, refute, or qualify Ehrenreich’s assertions about television.  Support your argument with appropriate evidence.
Only after many months of viewing did I begin to understand the force that has transformed the American people into root vegetables.  If you watch TV for a very long time, day in, and day out, you will begin to notice something eerie and unnatural about the world portrayed therein. I don’t mean that it is two-dimensional or lacks a well-developed critique of the capitalist consumer culture or something superficial like that.  I mean something so deeply obvious that it’s almost scary.  When you watch television you will see people doing many things – chasing fast cars, drinking lite beer, shooting each other at close range, etc.  But you will never see people watching television.  Well, maybe for a second, before the phone rings or a brand-new multiracial adopted child walks into the house.  But never really watching, hour after hour the way real people do.
Way back in the beginning of the television era, this was not so strange, because real people actually did many of the things people do on TV, even if it was only bickering with their mothers-in-law about which toilet papter to buy.  But modern people, i.e, couch potatoes, do nothing that is ever shown on television (because it s either dangerous or would involve getting up from the couch)  And what they do do – watch television – is far too boring to be televised for more than a fraction of a second, not even by Andy Warhol, bless his boredom-proof little heart.

So why do we keep on watching?

Activity 3 Prompts A and C .  This type of question requires some sort of prior knowledge of the topic.  Think very carefully about the question.  Brain-storm 6 concrete details per prompt.  Next to each detail explain how it relates to the topic at hand.

Prompt A:  2006 AP English Language and Composition Free-Response Questions (Form B)
In many national elections, only a fraction of eligible voters casts ballots.  For local elections, the voter turnout is often even smaller.  To prevent this state of affairs, some countries, such as Australia, make voting compulsory for all adults.  In a well-written essay that draws upon your reading experience, or observations for support, take a position on the issue of compulsory voting.
Prompt C:  2006 AP English Language and Composition Free-Response Question 3
From Talk radio to television shows, from popular magazines to Web blogs, ordinary citizens, political figures, and entertainers express their opinions on a wide range of topics.  Are these opinions worthwhile?  Does the expression of such opinions foster democratic values?

Write an essay in which you take a position on the value of such public statement of opinion.
Activity 4:  Prompts F and E.  Write a claim sentence.  As a group discuss possible concrete details (6) .  Develop 1 argument warrant paragraph per prompt.  Use at least 1 concrete detail in a creative/figurative way for each paragraph  as well as 2 other concrete details you write.

 Prompt F: 2009 AP English Language and Composition Free-Response Questions
Adversity has the effect of eliciting talents which in prosperous circumstances would have lain dormant.

                                                                                    -Horace

Consider this quotation about adversity from the Roman poet Horace.  Then write an essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies Horace’s assertion about he role that adversity (financial or political hardship, danger, misfortune, etc.) plays in developing a person’s character.
Prompt E:  

Fanny Burney wrote in her novel, Camilla

“There is nothing upon the face of the earth so insipid as a medium.  Give me love or hate!  A friend that will go to jail for me, or an enemy that will run me through the body!”

Evaluate the validity of Burney’s assertion about extremes.
Activity 4:  Prompt C.  Write a claim sentence.  As a group discuss possible concrete details (6).  Develop 2 argument warrant paragraphs for the prompt.      
1999 English Language Question 3

In the following excerpt from Antigone, the classical Greek playwright Sophocles, the wise Teiresias observes

Think : All men make mistakes,

But a good man yields when he

Knows his course is wrong,

And repairs the evil:  the only 

Crime is pride

Take some time to think about the implications of the quotation.  Then write a carefully reasoned essay that explores the validity of the assertion, using examples from your reading, observation, or experience to develop your position. 

