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Cubing
1. Description (What is it? What does it look like, sound like, smell like, feel like?)

2. Comparison (What is it similar to or different from?)

3. Association (What does it make you think of?)

4. Analysis (How is it made, or what is it composed of? What are the parts?)

5. Application (What can you do with it?  How is it used?)

6. Argumentation (Take a stand, arguing for or against it)
Add Concrete Details in a Figurative Way

Add allusions, Similes, or Metaphors with concrete details from Literature, History, Current Events, or Pop Culture
I didn’t feel like I deserved all of the praise I received.  My reign as Superman had ended; I had changed back into my Clark Kent disguise.  

To show how you feel – develop how you wish you felt the opposite way (Bloom):  “I hate the traits that are me, the real me.  I want my minimal, low self to be dominate.  I don’t want to feel invisible, but illuminated.  I want to be cool the way a cool marble wall endures.” (Yoritomo).  You can also define a detail by describing what it is not.

Tip #8:  To show descriptions/feelings by using repetition/anaphora:  “I took comfort in the solace of nature.  To think of nature was to think of origin.  To think of nature was to think of the unknown living with the known.  To think of nature was to think of that which will outlive me.”  (Joyce Carol Oates) 

Show descriptions/feelings by using alliteration: “My secret stubborn self stumbled into solice.” (Joyce Carol Oates)

Use participials:  “A running, quivering, pulsating, throbbing life began for me today.” (Joyce Carol Oates)
Add adjectives and adverbs
Use aside comments and/or internal dialogue quotes

Change your verbs
Create one or more conflicts or opposites (antithesis) and declare a winner:

“We tremble with the violence of the conflict within us, - of the definite with the indefinite – of the substance with the shadow.  But, if the contest has proceeded thus far, it is the shadow which prevails, - we struggle in vain.” Poe, from The Imp of the Perverse
