
Considerations when forming or reading an argument:
· Is it true all the time?  Exceptions to the rule?
· Realistic/Idealistic?  Reality/Illusion?
· Chaos vs. order – Good vs. Evil – karma?

· Is there an underlying prejudice?

· Is pride involved?

· Social justice/injustice; Punishment?  Revenge?

· Economic Considerations

· Natural balance – nature vs. society?

· Creation vs. Destruction

· Cause and Effect

· Historical change/Relevance

· Winners and losers

· Necessary or Unnecessary?

Argumentative Synthesis Research Paper
The AP Language and Composition Course requires that students complete the process needed for a synthesis argument based on research.  This process will look exactly like the one’s we have already practiced in class, except that you will also develop a works cited page, and cite all sources in MLA format. This is an independent assignment.

I. Choose a topic from the given list to analyze in a synthesis essay (similar to Beauty,  Huck Finn, and American Dream).  It must be a topic with several different viewpoints, arguments, approaches, and opinions. See attached suggestions.  Then search for the topic.
II. Locate a minimum of 7 excerpts and/or full articles that argue this topic.  One source may be statistical or visually representative (chart, graphic, listing) Articles must contain differing viewpoints and perspectives on the topic. At least 6 need to be from valid sources.  You can try to find one biased/ or fallacious source for refutation.

III. Create a source packet ( looks like the ones I’ve given you in class; MLA format with heading)

IV. Annotate source packet for progression of argument

V. Establish an argument with a thesis statement
VI. Create a rough draft citing sources now in MLA style references refer to OWL at Purdue for details

VII. Revise and Edit draft – see attached writing exercises
VIII. Write a final draft in MLA format 

IX. Create a Works Cited Page 

X. Submit all work in a folder
Choose from one of the following topics, search, and narrow your focus for a thesis:

Charity






Homeless

Country Music





Freedom

Courage






Heretic

Celebrity





Internet

Diets






Fuel






Discrimination





Security

Duty






Banned Books

Environment
Economy





Justice

Faith






Censorship

Fashion trend





Adoption

Fast food





Obstacle

Forgiveness





Terrorist

Genocide





Idols

Greed






Forgiveness
Ignorance





Economy

Inner City Education




Moon

Liberal






Pets

Marriage





Mars

Money






Glamour
Movie Violence





Aliens

Muslim Veils





Miracle

Oil






Love





Pledge of Allegiance




Self Esteem

Political Scandal





Nationalism
Prayer






Abuse





Privacy






Jealousy

Professional sports 




Trial and Error

Rap Music





Immigration

Secrets






War

Self Destruction





Banned Movies

Stem Cell





Penny
The Flag






Family







Third World Country




Slavery
Tolerance





The United Nations

Torture






World Politics

TV






Bravery

Video Game Violence




Hero
Villain
Use the school data base system to search:  EBSCO user:  fbisd  password:  hurricanes

Gale databases   password: lonestar  ;  NetTrekker:  click Register, fill in at least the required fields and click submit.  In the Registration Key field please type in IS8V94

Other Good places to start outside of the databases.  Please only use these designated sites outside of the database:
http://www.magatopia.com – links to most on-line magazine
International News Archives on the Web - http://www.ibiblio.org/slanews/internet/intarchives.htm
Provides links to international newspapers and issues from prior dates.
New York Times. 
News Directory.com - http://www.newsdirectory.com.  Provides links to newspapers on the web.
ProQuest NewsStand.   Includes articles from newspapers from the U.S. and around the world.
U.S. News Archives on the Web - http://www.ibiblio.org/slanews/internet/archives.html
This site links to newspapers throughout the U.S. and issues from prior dates.

The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy – www. plato.stanford.edu
Slate.com

Zmag.org

PsychologyToday.com

Nationalgeographic.com

Yaleglobal.yale.edu

Readersdigest.com

Vibe.com
http://dir.yahoo.com/News_and_Media/magazines/

ABC - http://www.abcnews.go.com
CBS - http:www.cbsnews.com
CNN - http://www.cnn.com
Washington Post:  http://www. washingtonpost.com
MSNBC- http://www.msnbc.com
National Public Radio (NPR) - http://www.npr.org
Gallup Organization - http://poll.gallup.com
Polling Report - http://www.pollingreport.com

                                                                             Brookings Institution Policy Briefs -    http://www.brookings.edu/comm/policybriefs/archive.htm

