The Crucible Act I Analysis Activities
Activity #1:  Read the following quotes.  Then create a chart that states the character name,  the exigency (purpose), the kind of fallacy(ies) used and what kind of appeal (pathos, ethos, or logos) is created.  Be sure you use quotes and explain each quote in your chart:
#1:  Abigail: They want slaves, not such as I.  Let them send to Barbados for that.  I will not black my face for any of them! … My name is good in the village!  I will not have it said my name is soiled!  Goody Proctor is a gossiping liar! (p. 834)

#2:  Mrs. Putnam:  “[My seven babies] were murdered Mr. Parris!  And mark this proof!  Mark it!  Last night my Ruth were ever so close to their little spirits; I know it, sir. For how else is she struck dumb now except some power of darkness would stop her mouth?” (836)

#3: Giles:  “It discomfits me!  Last night – mark this – I tried and tried and could not say my prayers.  And then she close her book and walks out of the house, and suddenly – mark this – I could pray again!” (846)
#4:  Parris: “ I want a mark of confidence, is all!  I am your third preacher in seven years.  I do not wish to be put out like the cat whenever some majority feels the whim.  You people seem not to comprehend that a minister is the Lord’s man in the parish; a minister is not to be so lightly crossed and contradicted… There is either obedience or the church will burn like Hell is burning!”        (842)

Activity #2: Rhetorical Analysis Paragraphs:  Write one paragraph per excerpt.  
#1: Abigail: “Now look you.  All of you.  We danced.  And Tituba conjured Ruth Putnam’s dead sisters.  And that is all.  And mark this.  Let either of you breathe a word, or the edge of a word about the other things, and I will come to you in the black of some terrible night and I will bring a pointy reckoning that will shudder you.  And you know I can do it; I saw Indians smash my dear parents’ heads on the pillow next to mine, and I have seen some reddish work done at night, and I can make you wish you had never seen the sun go down! “ (837)

#2 Hale: “No, no.  Now let me instruct you.  We cannot look to superstition in this.  The Devil is precise; the marks of his presence are definite as stone, and I must tell you all that I shall not proceed unless you are prepared to believe me if I should find no bruise of hell upon her…. Here [in these books] is all the invisible world, caught, defined, and calculated.  In these books the Devil stands stripped of all his brute disguises.  Here are all you familiar spirits – your incubi and succubi, your witches that go by land , by air, and by sea; you wizards of the night and of the day.  Have no fear now – we shall find him out if he has come among us, and I mean to crush him utterly if he has shown his face!” (845)

Activity #3:  Annotate the following speech for claim, warrants, and strategies/affects:  Choose one warrant to write a rhetorical analysis paragraph. 

“Enemies from Within”: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy’s Accusations of Disloyalty

Wisconsin Republican Joseph R. McCarthy first won election to the Senate in 1946 during a campaign marked by much anticommunist Red-baiting. Partially in response to Republican Party victories, President Harry S. Truman tried to demonstrate his own concern about the threat of Communism by setting up a loyalty program for federal employees. He also asked the Justice Department to compile an official list of 78 subversive organizations. As the midterm election year got underway, former State Department official Alger Hiss, suspected of espionage, was convicted of perjury. McCarthy, in a speech at Wheeling, West Virginia, mounted an attack on Truman’s foreign policy agenda by charging that the State Department and its Secretary, Dean Acheson, harbored “traitorous” Communists. There is some dispute about the number of Communists McCarthy claimed to have known about. Though advance copies of this speech distributed to the press record the number as 205, McCarthy quickly revised this claim. Both in a letter he wrote to President Truman the next day and in an “official” transcript of the speech that McCarthy submitted to the Congressional Record ten days later he uses the number 57. Although McCarthy displayed this list of names both in Wheeling and then later on the Senate floor, he never made the list public. 



Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950 

Ladies and gentlemen, tonight as we celebrate the one hundred forty-first birthday of one of the greatest men in American history, I would like to be able to talk about what a glorious day today is in the history of the world. As we celebrate the birth of this man who with his whole heart and soul hated war, I would like to be able to speak of peace in our time—of war being outlawed—and of world-wide disarmament. These would be truly appropriate things to be able to mention as we celebrate the birthday of Abraham Lincoln. 

Five years after a world war has been won, men’s hearts should anticipate a long peace—and men’s minds should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is not such a period—for this is not a period of peace. This is a time of “the cold war.” This is a time when all the world is split into two vast, increasingly hostile armed camps—a time of a great armament race. 

Today we can almost physically hear the mutterings and rumblings of an invigorated god of war. You can see it, feel it, and hear it all the way from the Indochina hills, from the shores of Formosa, right over into the very heart of Europe itself. 

The one encouraging thing is that the “mad moment” has not yet arrived for the firing of the gun or the exploding of the bomb which will set civilization about the final task of destroying itself. There is still a hope for peace if we finally decide that no longer can we safely blind our eyes and close our ears to those facts which are shaping up more and more clearly . . . and that is that we are now engaged in a show-down fight . . . not the usual war between nations for land areas or other material gains, but a war between two diametrically opposed ideologies. 

The great difference between our western Christian world and the atheistic Communist world is not political, gentlemen, it is moral. For instance, the Marxian idea of confiscating the land and factories and running the entire economy as a single enterprise is momentous. Likewise, Lenin’s invention of the one-party police state as a way to make Marx’s idea work is hardly less momentous. 

Stalin’s resolute putting across of these two ideas, of course, did much to divide the world. With only these differences, however, the east and the west could most certainly still live in peace. 
The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, preached feverishly by Lenin, and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red half of the world triumphs—and well it may, gentlemen—this religion of immoralism will more deeply wound and damage mankind than any conceivable economic or political system. 

Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakable language their resolve that no nation, no people who believe in a god, can exist side by side with their communistic state. 

Karl Marx, for example, expelled people from his Communist Party for mentioning such things as love, justice, humanity or morality. He called this “soulful ravings” and “sloppy sentimentality.” . . . 

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity. The modern champions of communism have selected this as the time, and ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—they are truly down. 

Lest there be any doubt that the time has been chosen, let us go directly to the leader of communism today—Joseph Stalin. Here is what he said—not back in 1928, not before the war, not during the war—but 2 years after the last war was ended: “To think that the Communist revolution can be carried out peacefully, within the framework of a Christian democracy, means one has either gone out of one’s mind and lost all normal understanding, or has grossly and openly repudiated the Communist revolution.” . . . 

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can there by anyone who fails to realize that the Communist world has said the time is now? . . . that this is the time for the show-down between the democratic Christian world and the communistic atheistic world? 

Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that must be paid by those who wait too long. 

Six years ago, . . . there was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the antitotalitarian side there were in the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later, there are 800,000,000 people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500,000,000. In other words, in less than six years, the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us. 

This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be from enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.” . . . 

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest Nation on earth has had to offer . . . the finest homes, the finest college education and the finest jobs in government we can give. 

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons in their mouths are the ones who have been most traitorous. . . . 

I have here in my hand a list of 205 . . . a list of names that were made known to the Secretary of State as being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and shaping policy in the State Department. . . . 

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State proclaimed his loyalty to a man guilty of what has always been considered as the most abominable of all crimes—being a traitor to the people who gave him a position of great trust—high treason. . . . 

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only when the whole sorry mess of twisted, warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we may have a new birth of honesty and decency in government. 
AP Multiple Choice 
Read the passage from Act II of The Crucible that begins with the entrance of Mary Warren (852)  and  ends with Elizabeth, “crying out” on page 855.

1. In  the scene that begins with Mary Warren’s speech, “ I never knew it before…”  and ends with the lines that begin “ But, Mr. Proctor, they will not hang…” what kind of fallacies does she use while she relys her experience in court.

I.  Ad Hominem      II.   Non-Sequitor   III.  Post Hoc    IV.  Either/Or

A.   I,   II      B.   I,  III      C.    I,  II,  IV     D.   I , III, IV    E. all of the above

Read the passage from Act II of The Crucible that begins with the entrance of Mr. Hale (855) and ends with Giles Corey’s speech, “because my Martha bewitch them with her books!”  

2. In Proctor’s discussion of the golden candlesticks, in the sentence “I labor… hurt my prayer,” he describes the candlesticks by means of:

A. simile      B.  anaphora    C.  hyperbole    D.  metonymy   E.  allusion

3.  Hales’ words “The man’s ordained, therefore the light of God is in him” would be a valid analogy if they were preceded by which of the following statements?

A. All ministers are ordained   

B.  Parris is a minister    

C.  All ordained men contain the light of God   

D. Everyone knows that the Reverend is ordained    

E.  Parris contains the light of God.

4.  The words of Proctor and Elizabeth immediately before Hale asks about the Commandments shows that they:

A.  Do not believe in the Devil’s existence

B.  Hold Basic Puritan religious beliefs

C. Blame Parris for the problems in Salem

D. Admire Parris despite what they have said

E. Suspect that Hale is under the control of Parris

5. All of the following raise some doubts in Hale’s mind EXCEPT for:

A. Rebecca’s arrest  

B. Proctor’s claim about Abigail   

C.  Proctor’s explanation for the confessions

D.  Proctor’s evaluation of the court

E.  Elizabeth’s denial of the existence of witches

6.  In Gile’s closing speech to Hale, beginning with “That bloody mongrel…”  he points out what kind of fallacy used by Wolcott to incriminate his wife:

A.  non-sequitor

B.  ad hominem

C.  either or

D.  post hoc

E.  false analogy

