Literary Analysis Paragraph Model:
The connotative diction used in describing the clothing that Minnie has worn in the past characterizes her as a person of youthful charm, who has now withered because her difficult marriage.  Martha mentions Minnie’s attractive and colorful dresses as a young woman, even recalling a “white dress with blue ribbons”.  The connotation of “white” and “ribbons” suggests innocence and youth.  Martha also recalls that Minnie, when young, was “neat and pretty, but kind of timid and –fluttery”.  The simplistic diction used to present Minnie’s charm mirrors her shy and care-free nature.   In the light of these recollections, Martha contrasts that Minnie had “changed, and changed for the worse”, during her twenty years of marriage with John Wright.  Minnie seems to accepting of her oppressive, charmless married life. Mrs. Peters says that Minnie asks for no more than “an apron and shawl when under arrest in the sheriff’s home.” The connotation presented in  her request for modest clothing, as contrasted to the colorful dresses of her youth, reveals the suppression Minnie’s spirit.
