AP English III Rhetorical/Literary Terms:

Figurative Language/Descriptive Elements:
Imagery:  vivid description with out using simile/metaphor
Metaphor:  a direct comparison

Metonymy:  a description of the word to substitute for the word

Synecdoche:  a part used to substitute for the whole “take the wheel”

Personification:  giving human characteristics to something that is not human
Simile:  comparison using like or as

Connotation: emotional and figurative meaning of a word. 

Euphemism:  a nicer way of saying a perceived negative word
Understatement (litote):  used to create sarcasm, this is a statement that under indicates the truth (Michael Jackson is a little odd)
Hyperbole:  over statement (I’ve told you a million times)
Syntax:  Sentence Structure
Parallelism:  keeping sentence parts of speech in the same pattern

Polysyndeton:  the overuse of conjunctions
Asyndeton:  use of a list with no conjunctions
Cumulative Sentence:  sentence which puts the main idea first 

Periodic Sentence:  sentence which puts the main idea last

Antecedent:  the concrete noun a pronoun refers 
Amplification:  repeating a word or expression while adding more detail to it

Tricolon:  a parallel idea grouped by 3’s

Chiasm:  an inversion of the sentence structure

Anaphora:  sentences which begin with the same word or phrase

Epistrophe:  sentences ending in the same word or phrase

Anadiplosis Figure of repetition that occurs when the last word or terms in one sentence, clause, or phrase is/are repeated at or very near the beginning of the next sentence, clause, or phrase.
Alliteration:  the repetition of initial consonant sounds
Incongruity
Juxtaposition:  placing unlikely topics/items etc.. together for a symbolic reason
Antithesis:  direct opposites

Oxymoron:  opposite ideas which form one meaning:  Jumbo Shrimp
Paradox:  a seemingly impossible event/situation where opposite ideas exist in the same space
Irony:  when the intention is not what occurs, or what occurs is not what is intended.  This usually creates a “lesson” for the receiver of the irony.  There is situational, dramatic, and sentence level irony.
Appeals:

Logical (Logos)


Ethical (Ethos)


Emotional (Pathos) 
