Meter is a Heartbeat!  Rhymed Verse is written with meter in mind.  Meter is determined by “feet”.  The number of “feet” in a line is the meter. Meter determines line breaks.
Monometer:  one foot, usually as a variant in a poem of largely longer lines:

Song

Though she/ were true / when you / met her,

And last / till you / write your / letter,

Yet she

Will be

False, ere/ I come, / to two, / or three.



John Donne

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dimeter:  two feet:

Wild nights

Wild nights -/ Wild nights!

Were I / with thee

Wild nights / should be

Our lux/ ury!



Emily Dickenson

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Trimeter:  three feet:

My Papa’s Waltz

We romped / until/ the pans

Slid from/ the kit/ chen shelf;

My mo/ ther’s coun/ tenance

Could not / unfrown / itself



Theodore Roethke

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tetrameter:  four feet

She Walks in Beauty

She walks / in beau / ty, like / the night

    Of cloud/ les climes / and star / ry skies.



Lord Byron (George Gordon)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Pentameter:  five feet

When I Have Fears

When I / have fears / that I / may cease / to be

    Before / my pen / has gleaned / my teem / ing brain.



John Keats

Hexameter:  six feet

Cynara

I cried / for mad / der mu/ sic and / for strong / er wine,

But when / the feast / is fin / ished and / the lamps / ex/pire,

Then falls / thy sha / dow.  Cy / na/ra !/ The night / is thine.



Ernest Dowson   

Heptameter:  seven feet
Holy Thursday

‘Twas on / a ho / ly Thurs / day, their / inno /cent fa /ces clean.

The chil / dren walk / ing two / & two, / in red / & blue / & 

   green.



William Blake

 Taken from Sharon Hamilton’s Essential Literary Terms


