Revision Strategies for Leads and Conclusion:  Models 
(Williamson)
Revise your lead:
· ​The news lead:

· “Three days ago, in large numbers, Iraqis went to the polls to choose their own leaders -- a landmark day in the history of liberty. In the coming weeks, the ballots will be counted, a new government formed, and a people who suffered in tyranny for so long will become full members of the free world. “ (Bush.  Address to the Nation)

· A Universal Truth:  “Cheaters never prosper and liars always have their pants on fire!”(Anonymous) 

· Extended definition using metaphor and simile, or definition by saying what is not:  

· “I am an invisible man.  No. I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one of your Holly wood-movie ectoplasms...”

· Yes, but, so…:  Yes, __________________. But, ________________, So _______________.  

· Descriptive/Figurative:  “A single knoll rises out of the plain in Oklahoma, north and west of the Wichita Range.  For my people, the Kiowas, it is an old landmark, and they gave it the name Rainy Mountain.” (Scott Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain}

· Personal experience/observation “The other day, as I was sitting at a Paris cafe watching all the summery people sitting around or sauntering past, something struck me. Blondes were everywhere, their bright thatches catching the sun, but until that minute, I hadn't taken proper notice of the fact that not one of them was a natural. A few flaxen-headed children under 12 were, maybe. But I saw no teen-age, adult, or elderly blondes whose blond hair actually covered their scalps all the way to the roots. (Hollander, Is It Real, or Is It Blonde?)

· Hypothetical situation (imagine ….)

· The Shotgun:  “White. Well dressed. Early twenties.  My first victim was a woman walking down the sidewalk.”  (Brent Staples, Just Walk By:  Black Men and Public Space)

· The Quotation Lead:  “All men are created equal” (Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence)
· Dialogue:  “You must not tell anyone,” my mother said, “what I am about to tell you.  In China, your father had a sister who killed herself…” (Maxine Hong Kinston, No Name Woman)

· Use Good News.  Bad News.  Bad News.  Good News. Format for new refutation paragraphs. (Keith Pollete)

Revise Your Conclusion:
· Question and Answer: 
“If the impeachment provision in the Constitution of the United States will not reach the offenses charged here, then perhaps that 18th-century Constitution should be abandoned to a 20th-century paper shredder.

Has the President committed offenses, and planned, and directed, and acquiesced in a course of conduct which the Constitution will not tolerate? That's the question. We know that. We know the question. We should now forthwith proceed to answer the question. It is reason, and not passion, which must guide our deliberations, guide our debate, and guide our decision.” (Barbara Jordon, Nixon Impeachment Hearing)

· Challenge

“Perhaps our plea should be "God save us from the courts." 

As Jefferson, perhaps the least devout of our Founders, once said to the Rev. Ethan Allen, as recorded in Allen's diary now in the Library of Congress, and quoted by Michael Novak: "No nation has ever yet existed or been governed without religion. Nor can be." 

Let us hope the Supreme Court in reviewing the Ninth Circuit's opinion does not insist on testing whether Jefferson was right. “(Linda Chavez, Separation of Church and State)

· Declaration of the Problem with an Invitation to Action:

“Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our interests are in grave danger.

With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph -- so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese empire.” (F.D. Roosevelt, Pearl Harbor Address)

· Definition:

“Indifference elicits no response. Indifference is not a response. Indifference is not a beginning; it is an end. And, therefore, indifference is always the friend of the enemy, for it benefits the aggressor -- never his victim, whose pain is magnified when he or she feels forgotten. The political prisoner in his cell, the hungry children, the homeless refugees -- not to respond to their plight, not to relieve their solitude by offering them a spark of hope is to exile them from human memory. And in denying their humanity, we betray our own. 

Indifference, then, is not only a sin, it is a punishment. “ (Elie Wiesel, The Perils of Indifference)

· Solution

“I believe that we can give our middle class relief and provide working families with a road to opportunity.

I believe we can provide jobs to the jobless, homes to the homeless, and reclaim young people in cities across America from violence and despair.

I believe that we have a righteous wind at our backs and that as we stand on the crossroads of history, we can make the right choices, and meet the challenges that face us.

In the end, that is God’s greatest gift to us, the bedrock of this nation. A belief in things not seen. A belief that there are better days ahead.” (Barack Obama, The Audacity of Hope)

· Prediction 

“And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual:
                Free at last! Free at last!
                Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” (Martin Luther King, I have a Dream)

· Refutation

“Even so, I rebel at the notion that I can't be part of other groups, that I can't construct identities through elective affinity, that race must be the most important thing about me. Is that what I want on my gravestone: Here lies an African American? So I'm divided. I want to be black, to know black, to luxuriate in whatever I might be calling blackness at any particular time-but to do so in order to come out the other side, to experience a humanity that is neither colorless nor reducible to color. Bach and James Brown. Sushi and fried catfish. Part of me admires those people who can say with a straight face that they have transcended any attachment to a particular community or group . . . but I always want to run around behind them to see what holds them up.” (Louis Gates Jr. Colored People)

