#1:  Show description by creating an expanded list in your paragraphs (Bloom):  
“The camp seems loudest at night.  A huge, dulled murmur flows up from the valleys with coughs, moaning, braying, wails, and shrieks.
“The camp seems loudest at night.  A huge, dulled murmur flows up from the valleys with hacking, rattling coughs, unending moaning like mantras, mules braying, wails, and shrieks like a child stepped on a nail”  (Ryan)

#2:  Show descriptions through amplification/ underline a word to amplify: “His face was white; not like another man’s white, but a white to make a body sick, a white to make a body’s flesh crawl – a tree toad white, a fish-belly white.” (Twain)

#3: To show descriptions/feelings by using repetition/anaphora:  “I took comfort in the solace of nature.  To think of nature was to think of origin.  To think of nature was to think of the unknown living with the known.  To think of nature was to think of that which will outlive me.”  (Joyce Carol Oates) 

#4:  Show descriptions/feelings by using alliteration: “My secret stubborn self stumbled into solice.” (Joyce Carol Oates)

#5: Use of aside comments to develop voice (add 3)

Are you crazy!

Nonsense!

To be honest…

Let’s face it…

What’s the big deal?




Give me a break…

Lighten up!

Crazy?

#6: Use of a series of sentences starting with an imperative verb:

“Praise the red glare…”

“Honor the blood “

“Plead for compassionate resolutions”  Kingsolver

Create a domino effect by taking the last word in a phrase and develop in the next sentence (anadiplosis), and then repeat:  

“The impulse increases to a wish, the wish to a desire, the desire to an uncontrollable longing, and the longing (to the deep regret and mortification of the speaker, and in defiance of all consequences), is indulged” Poe, from The Imp of the Perverse

Create one or more conflicts or opposites (antithesis) and declare a winner:

“We tremble with the violence of the conflict within us, - of the definite with the indefinite – of the substance with the shadow.  But, if the contest has proceeded thus far, it is the shadow which prevails, - we struggle in vain.” Poe, from The Imp of the Perverse
Use a series of verbs separated by a dash.  Use repetition of an adverb.

I foamed—I raved—I swore! I swung the chair upon which I had been sitting, and grated it upon the boards, but the noise arose over all and continually increased. It grew louder—louder—louder!
Show descriptions through amplification/ underline a word to amplify: “His face was white; not like another man’s white, but a white to make a body sick, a white to make a body’s flesh crawl – a tree toad white, a fish-belly white.” (Twain)
#7:  Create a domino effect by taking the last word in a phrase and develop in the next sentence (anadiplosis), and then repeat:  

“The impulse increases to a wish, the wish to a desire, the desire to an uncontrollable longing, and the longing (to the deep regret and mortification of the speaker, and in defiance of all consequences), is indulged” Poe, from The Imp of the Perverse
Directions:

1. Each student is given a blank alpha box sheet (see below) and is asked to think of a word or phrase associated with the given topic.  Then the student matches it to each letter in the alphabet.  The student could select a word or idea from a draft to expand/elaborate.     

2. Students spend 10 minutes trying to fill in as many boxes as they can.
3. Student share with their peers their ideas, and peers help to fill in more boxes.
4. Students then select their best associations to create, or add to their draft.
Sample Alpha Box (make larger):

	A


	B
	C
	D

	E


	F
	G
	H

	I


	J
	K
	L

	M


	N
	O
	P

	Q


	R
	S
	T

	U


	V
	W
	XYZ


