Poetry Analysis Activities:  Focus on Sonnet
Objectives:  Students will analyze how a poet uses poetic devices to develop the persona’s (speaker’s) attitude on the given topic in a sonnet.  Students will analyze how the sonnet form influences the overall meaning of the work as a whole.
Each group will “draw” sonnets to use for the assigned analysis activities from the following.  1 from Shakespearean/English Sonnet, 1 from Petrarchan/Italian Sonnet, and one Modern Sonnet (Collins, Hayden, Cullen)
Consider the following elements of a sonnet while you read:

· 14 lines

· The Petrarchan sonnet, named the Italian poet Petrarch, is divided into two stanzas, the octave (the first eight lines) followed by the answering sestet (the final six lines). The Petrarchan presents an argument, observation, question, or some other answerable charge in the octave, a turn, or volta, occurs between the eighth and ninth lines. This turn marks a shift in the direction of the foregoing argument or narrative, turning the sestet into the vehicle for the counterargument. Rhyme schemes vary, but follow a very tight regular pattern,
· The Shakespearian sonnet, or English sonnet have three quatrains and a couplet follow this rhyme scheme: abab, cdcd, efef, gg. The couplet plays a pivotal role, usually arriving in the form of a conclusion, amplification, or even refutation of the previous three stanzas, often creating an epiphany
On His Blindness




John Milton


Petrarchan 

How do I Love Thee?



Elizabeth Barrett Browning   
Petrarchan 

Batter My Heart, Three-Personed God    

John Donne


Petrarchan

Ozymandias




Percy Bysshe Shelley

Shakespearean/English
That Time of Year Thou Mayst in Me Behold

William Shakespeare
 
Shakespearean/English

Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer’s Day

William Shakespeare

Shakespearean/English

Since There is no Help



Michael Drayton


Shakespearean/English
On the Sonnet




John Keats


Altered Sonnet Form
Those Winter Sundays



Robert Hayden


Modern

Blackberry Eating



Galway Kinnell


Modern

Yet Do I Marvel




Countee Cullen


Modern
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Analysis Activity #1:  Analysis of a Shakespearean/English Sonnet:  November 18
Group Discussion/Written work:  Choose from one of the above Shakespearean/English sonnets to complete an analysis “chart”.  On the chart you must indicate:

· The rhyme scheme [indicated by end rhyme i.e. abab etc.].  Choose 2 rhyming words that create a connotative meaning that affects the work as a whole

· Point out the lines in which the shift in the speaker’s perspective/attitude occurs and to what affect

· 3 poetic devices that best represent the meaning behind the poem.  What affect is created by each?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Analysis Activity #2:  Analysis of a Petrarchan Sonnet:  December 2/Load written analysis into turnitin.com by 11:59 December 4. 
Group Discussion:  Choose one of the above Petrarchan Sonnets.  
· Discuss the meaning behind the octave, and how the meaning of the sestet changes/shifts.  

· Discuss the rhyme scheme [indicated by end rhyme i.e. aabc].  

· Choose 2 rhyming words that create a connotative meaning that affects the work as a whole. 

· 3 poetic devices that best represent the meaning behind the poem.  What affect is created by each?
Student written response:  Answer the following prompt with a Thesis and 2 body paragraphs:

Read carefully the following sonnet, paying close attention to the relationship between form and meaning. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how the literary techniques used in this poem contribute to its meaning.

Analysis Activity #3:  Analysis of a Modern Sonnet and Timed Write:  December 5

Student written response:  Read all 3 modern sonnets, and/or the altered-form sonnet from Keats. Be ready to choose one to write a poetry analysis timed write.  
