AP English III 

Ridge Point High School, Fort Bend ISD

Welcome to Miss Williamson’s Class: May the Spirit of English be with You!
Advanced Placement Language and Composition/English III AP
The college-level AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  This college composition course emphasizes expository, analytical, and argumentative writing. Students will engage in analyzing rhetorical strategies used by writers for varying purposes.  This course prepares students to take the College Board Advanced Placement (AP) exam in May for which students may receive college placement hours.  All students enrolled in the AP English III course are expected to take this exam in May.
Supplies:

Novel or assigned readings
Loose-leaf notebook paper
1”  binder standard size

3 yellow letter sized pads
Blue or Black ink pens 

Post-it notes

Highlighter pen(s)

Tissue Box

Required Readings Required summer reading selections should have already been read by now.  If new to the district, you will have a limited amount of time to finish these readings before assignments and assessments are given. Most of the works we are reading have free electronic downloads available to an electronic device and easy online access except for the summer reading. Students may use electronic devices for their reading; however, the device must be no smaller than a Kindle/Nook/IPAD mini size device and it must have annotation, highlighting, and note taking abilities. However, most students do prefer paper book versions, so that annotations are a bit easier. 
In Cold Blood, Truman Capote




Summer reading

Bless Me Ultima, Anaya or Catcher in the Rye, Salinger

Summer reading

The Crucible, Arthur Miller




Semester I  

Walden, Henry David Thoreau




Semester I (selections only)

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Douglass

Semester I (selections only)

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain


Semester I  

The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald




Semester II 
Narrative Non-Fiction Selections TBD by literature circles     
Semester II

Grading
· All state and local course objectives must be met at the 70% average rate to pass this course.  Grading scales are given before assignments begin.  

Daily grades/quizzes:  
50% of average             Major grades:

 50% of average

· Assignments, calendars, course descriptions, and writing prompts and samples are found on my webpage which is also linked through the school website: www.spiritofenglish.weebly.com
· All writing assignments will use the AP National Rubric which explains style, content and grammar usage requirements. Objective grades such as reading comprehension will be graded on a percentage scale.
· Tutorials and Retesting: It is my intention that students all students be given the opportunity to be successful. Please attend tutorials if you need some help on Tuesday mornings from 6;50 – 7:20, Certain Thursday afternoons will be designated for retesting and review purposes.  Please retest for major tests if you score below a 75. You must take the retest on the designated retest day, so please make the arrangements needed to attend. The highest grade you may receive is a 75. 
· Tests and Assessments:  All tests and assessments for this class are secure documents.  Students wanting clarification on a test score must come to tutorial to view the test and go over results with me.  Students who are not prepared for tests/quizzes, or forget to bring their book/readings for use on the test/quiz will still be required to take the test/quiz at the assigned time with no make-up or retakes.
· All final draft papers are typed in MLA format and loaded into Turnitin.com by 11:59 pm of the due date.  If a student has electronic device issues they must make other electronic device arrangements, so please save to a cloud server such as Google Docs or One Drive. If your WIFI is out… please access a free local WIFI server (such as McDonalds or Chick Fil A). The paper must show on Turnitin.com by the due date, or a late grade still applies. The paper loaded is the paper that will be graded.  
· Late Grades:  late assignments do receive point deductions:   
Daily grades:  1 day – 30   2 days – 50    3 days = 0

Major grades: 1 day   -25   2 days – 40    3 days – 50    4 days =0

Turnitin.com specified assignments will have a load time of 11:59 p.m. the day it is due. Papers loaded after this time will be subject to the late grade policy.
· Make-up Work:  Students who are absent have one school day for every day of excused absence(s) to turn in make-up work. All tests and timed writes are to be made up after school with me within a 1 week period, or late grade deductions will start to apply. If a student plans to be gone due to a school sponsored event, and an assignment has a known due date for the day they will miss, they must be turn the work in before they leave or late grade deductions apply.  All missing/make-up work will have a 0 recorded in the grade book until the assignment is graded.

· Students are responsible for keeping all graded work until the end of the year. If for some reason there is a rare clerical error with inputting or saving a grade into Skyward, the student will need to show  the original paper for correction.
· Students may not copy other student work or plagiarize any portion of any assignment from any source. Any assignment with all or partially plagiarized elements will receive a 0 and a discipline referral to the assistant principal. Students will not be allowed to redo the assignment. Please do not access outside literary sites, or other student papers to write your essays. Do not "write papers together". Cite all sources and quotes. Students may NOT recycle papers written in other classes or previous years and present them as new content (this will show as you plagiarizing from yourself).
Discipline:
We also follow the district initiative called CHAMPS which dictates behavior based on the activity expected for the day’s lesson.  These expectations are posted in the classroom. These class routines are consistent.

It is an expectation that desk space is clean during class time.  Desk space is used for learning activities.  All purses, backpacks, jackets, and personal items should be put away during class time either on the floor, back counter, or the back of your chair.  

Students are not allowed to sleep or lie their heads down on a desk in class.  If a student is feeling ill, I will send you to the nurse.  No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom (not even water) unless cleared by the nurse.
By district policy student use of electronic devices in the classroom is teacher directed based on certain learning objectives and activities.  Electronic devices will not be out or visible in class if there is no electronic use learning activity.  Students may not text, take pictures, make videos, or record classroom interaction.  If a student doesn’t put up the electronic device when instructed by the teacher, the electronic device is subject to confiscation, and will be given to the grade level assistant principal. During testing, if electronic devices are visible, it is considered a testing violation and the student will receive a grade of a 0 for the assessment.  
I understand and take responsibility for all of the above expectations and rules of this course. This acknowledgment is due by Friday, August 26
Student                                                                                                                  Date

Parent                                                                                                                     Date

