American Dream Essay

" In the end, that is God's greatest gift to us, the bedrock of this nation. A belief that there are better days ahead." -Barack Obama

Can you imagine a world in which freedom, economic opportunity, and greatness can be achieved? For many immigrants and people alike, this dream becomes a reality the minute they step into the soils of America. In some cases, Opportunity can be unfriendly and competitive. But for the hard worker, Opportunity lends a helping hand for all troubles. The bright beacon of opportunity that America shines on so many, provide the necessary push for all people to achieve the American dream. Whether the dream is to become rich, famous, or simply live a life filled with good health, all people can achieve the dream only if their perseverance and willingness to achieve shines through.

 Many people all around the world dream of a place in which their hopes and dreams can become a reality, the kind of reality that only the land of opportunities offers. Immigrants from all around the world push through numerous amounts of hardships to feel the cool breeze of freedom that America offers. As Barack Obama states, "Through hard work my father got a scholarship to study in the magical place America, that shone as a beacon of freedom"(Source D). Every person is born with the capabilities to fight and create their own reality, but only if they are willing enough to put the time and effort necessary to achieve this dream. The principle to achieving this American dream is simple.. 
· First, Imagine the dream

· Second, plant the necessary seeds to achieve this goal

· Third, nourish the seeds in order for it to grow into a reality

· Last, fight hard to shine sunlight on the plants in order to achieve success 

Often, these life changing stories are carbon copies, Obama's father fought through oppression and hate to live the American dream that is still offered today. The beauty that is America comes from the fact that social status and money does not dictate where one will go with his or her life. The truth is, "Believing that in a tolerant America your name is no barrier to success" (Source D) is the only way that one will advance, achieve, and fight for their dream. America offers what other countries do not: a new start in life, one in which no dictator or person can stop the road to success once paved. Brave and honorable people such as Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor, stand as the reason that others still hold faith in the ability to achieve the American Dream. The trick is to not compare the American dream to the overnight fairy tale one had to put in the work to reap the rewards.  There will always be troubles that set roadblocks leading away from the path to success but every road can be cleared if one is willing to hold hope and faith. 

The American dream does not only stand as a reality for American people, not for others who grew up with oppression and inequality surrounding their lives. Immigrants live through the struggles of escaping a torment life filled with an abyss of unfairness. No one person understands the struggle more than Arnold Schwarzenegger who states, " To think that a small scrawny boy from Austria grew up to become the governor of California"(Source F). The American dream is constantly paved with others telling one that they can not live up to their full potential. The only person who is standing in the way of success is ones own self insecurity in their ability to persevere. We are the masters of our own universe and create beautiful opportunities for ourselves through destruction. As Arnold Schwarzenegger said, " If you work hard, the country is truly open to you"(Source F). No matter what obstacles come to light in a person’s life, hard work and determination trumps over every insignificant trouble. The exciting, pulsating, tiring feeling that comes over the minute one steps into the land of freedom and opportunity is the feeling that immigrants risk their whole life to catch a glimpse.  The country is not prejudiced to any one person, and offers hope for all kinds of inventors such as Nicholas Tesla, or common people who are just looking to provide a sustainable life for themselves and their family. Whatever the dream is, America will always open its hands and offer endless amounts of hope and possibility, but only to those who are brave enough to ask for it. 

The struggle of becoming successful in life and living the true American dream is my parents story. Through all the pain and oppression of living in a socialistic country, they kicked and fought to come to America and continuously sacrifice so that their children can prosper in ever decision made in life. America stood as the beacon of hope for my parents, the true definition of the American dream. 


Although the American dream today may differ from that of sixty years ago, the opportunities for everyone to succeed is just as available. Even though nowadays good health is not the focus of the American dream, but rather economic opportunity people still have a chance. Matthew Washener says it best, " The answer of how one achieves the American dream depends upon ones definition"(Source B). Nowadays, immigrants and American people define the dream as money and social status, however America still offers a plethora of possibilities only achieved through hard work and determination. The principle remains the same, perseverance and hope is the strongest link to achieving and becoming the future leaders of America. The dreams that dreaded so many now become the reality due to their dangerous and bold ideas that too the second they stepped into the eye opening American life. The truth is that, " The emphasis on good fortune rather than industrialization erodes the work ethic"(Source B). Today, people are more interested in greed and wealth, than of the principles that allows one to set a pathway to the American dream. The idea that everyone can live the dream has remained unchanged, the only difference is that now, the definition of that dream has become forever changed by the new generation of people. Although not all people can become economic tycoons such as Rockefeller, they can create a better life, a life that only one country, the land of opportunities can offer. 

The American dream will forever remain as the pillar of hope and opportunity for all. Every person can achieve this dream, no matter the roadblocks that stand in the way of success and a purposeful life. Even if the definitions of the dream may change, the principle that hard work and determination can lead one to freedom and success remains as a universal constant truth. In a short notice, the land of opportunity transforms into a land of dreams to relieve the tireless efforts of those who moved mountains to reach the soils of their new reality. America has and always will remain as the land of opportunities, but will only become a true reality to those that put in the effort to make it one. 
