The Devil in the White City Analysis                  Name ___________________

Rhetorical Analysis Questions for Centers

Station #1 Structure:

Think about the significance of the names that Larson gives each chapter.  Discuss the following chapter names with a small group.  Each name has a literal and a figurative meaning.  After discussion, choose 2 of the chapter names that stood out to you and write 2 analytical paragraphs on your own about the meaning of the titles. Avoid summarizing the content of the chapter; just explain the meaning/purpose behind the title and explain using 2-3 quotes/strategies.
The Necessary Supply (35)

“Don’t Be Afraid” (62)
Remains of the Day (146)

The Angel From Dwight (161) 

A Hotel for the Fair (85)
The Landscape of Regret (94)

Station #3 Incongruity

3.  Larson presents two antithetical characters in Burnham and Holmes. They are both “architects” in that they develop elaborate plans to achieve their goals.  Contrast the two architects.  Locate 3 similarities and 3 differences.  .  Use quotes and commentary.  Then develop a compare or a contract paragraph.
Burnham’s Plans                                  Holmes’ Plans

Station #4:  AP Reading Comprehension Questions

The Devil in the White City  

DO NOT WRITE ON THIS.  ANSWER ON NOTEBOOK PAPER
Close reading, pgs. 85-93 “A Hotel for the Fair”:  Everyone answers on their own paper.  Just number and write letter choice.

1. The “certain kind of clientele” that is referred to in the first sentence is best described in the paragraph that begins

a. “He was always open…”

b. “The town was alive…”

c. “The manager of the…”

d. “Holmes turned his attention…”

2. Which of the following is not suggested by the use the words “transcendent” and “clever” as used together in paragraph one.

a. Holmes believes his mind capable of wrongdoings that will go undetected

b. Holmes feels somewhat cursed by his brilliance because it may cause him to overlook careless mistakes

c. Holmes believes that, despite his own brilliance, it will be difficult to deceive Chicago’s best detectives. 

d. Holmes considers the mentioned “detective” beneath him and only able to notice the most obvious mistakes

3. The idea of reaping the benefits of seeds previously planted is suggested in which of the following paragraphs?

a. “Holmes’s new idea…”

b. “Holmes was, however,…”

c. “He was always…”

d. “Belknap had never…”

4. Which of the following paragraph-ending sentences, when considered with the preceding sentences, has the effect of characterizing Holmes’s victims as naive or easily manipulated?

a. “He filled the house…” (pg. 86)

b. “Holmes promised…” (pg. 87)

c. “Myrta too…” (pg. 88)

d. “Holmes walked…” (pg. 88)

5. The paragraph that begins “Although Belknap…” (pg. 87-88) could be considered an example of extended definition. Which two strategies are primarily used in this paragraph?

a. compare/contrast and etymology

b. examples and description

c. description and etymology

d.  function and compare/contrast

6. In his dealings with Belknap, Holmes could best be described as

a. understanding

b. relentless

c. secretive

d. compassionate

7. In the paragraph that begins “Holmes ignited…” (pg. 90) what rhetorical strategies are used to help the reader experience the burner?

a. sensory imagery and alliteration

b. personification and sensory imagery

c. parallel syntax and alliteration

d. irony and sensory imagery

8. On page 88, Larson begins two sentences with “Belknap found…” each of these

serves to

a. compare Holmes to something that Belknap finds strange or distasteful

b. reinforce Belknap’s growing confidence in Holmes

c. alert the reader that Belknap’s should be more suspicios of Holmes 

d. characterize Belknap through the use of words such as “overpowering”,

“bleak”, and “unexpected”.

Larson uses several single-sentence paragraphs in this chapter. Match the following single-sentence paragraphs with the effect.

9.   “Holmes returned…” (pg. 87)                  a.  fearful isolation

10. “Quinlan wanted…”  (pg. 89)                   b. an afterthought

11. “Belknap lay…” (pg. 90)                          c. mystery, because no other  

                                                                            explanation is provided

12. “The furnace man…” (pg. 91)                  d. nothing more can be done, so there’s 

                                                                            nothing more to say

13. “But again…” (pg. 91)                              e. simplicity, something easily 

                                                                             Accomplished

Last Analysis Activity:  Read the chapter “The Black City” and write 2 rhetorical analysis paragraphs
