Transcendentalism Analysis Activities Excerpt Study: Walden, Thoreau
Objectives:  Annotate for the progression of an arguments.  Analysis how an author uses rhetoric to achieve his overall purpose. Create original arguments. 
You will read and annotate the following excerpts from Henry David Thoreau’s Walden.  For each excerpt you will annotate for rhetoric.   Annotations will be part of your grade. Each section will also be accompanied by a writing or critical reading MC assignment   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Chapter 2:  Where I Lived and What I Lived For
Independent Reading:  Read from the paragraph beginning “We must learn to reawaken, and keep ourselves awake” to the end.  
Group Analysis:  Discuss the meaning of the passage, and annotate for the progression of the argument (claim, warrants, strategies/affects)

Student Independent Written Assignment: Write a rhetorical analysis (claim and 2 warrant paragraphs) for this section.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Chapter 5: Solitude
Read and annotate from the paragraph beginning “There is commonly sufficient space about us…” to the end of the paragraph beginning  “I have heard of a man lost in the woods…”  
Group Analysis:  Locate 3 aphorisms that would make good philosophical arguments

Student Independent Written Assignment:  Write a Mini-Argument (claim and 2 warrant paragraphs and a concluding statement)  over a chosen aphorism
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Chapter 6:  Visitors
Read the beginning of the chapter to the end of the paragraph beginning:  “One inconvenience I sometimes experienced…” 
Group Analysis:  Answer the AP MC Questions for this section.  Each student answers on their own paper.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Chapter 18:  Conclusion
Read “I learned this, at least, by my experience…” to the end of the paragraph beginning “However mean your life is, meet it and live it”.  
Group Analysis:  Discuss the meaning of the passage, and annotate for the progression of the argument (claim, warrants, strategies/affects)

Student Independent Written Assignment: Write a rhetorical analysis (claim and 2 warrant paragraphs) for this section.

